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TСО tШНКв’s pШtОЧtТКХ ШП СТstШrТШРrКpСв 

provides an opportunity to understand the 
underlying processes and forces of society in 
terms of capitalist modernization of the second 
half of the nineteenth - early twentieth century 
more precisely. However, the event-driven palette 
of effects and processes can be fully understood 
only if to take into account its realization and 
perception by different social and ethnic groups. 
One of such groups was the Jewish population, 
which occupied a special position in the Russian 
Empire. In 1897 the Jews of the Russian Empire 
constituted almost half (49%) of the total number 
of Jews in the world 1. In this article we will focus 
on the socio-political position of the Jews of 
Bessarabia south, which at that time included 
Akkerman and Izmail counties. 

The relevance of the research is supported by 
the state of scientific development problems. 
Sustained interest in the Jewish question in Russia 
arose in the nineteenth century. General works of 
historians and writers of the XIX - early XX 
century touched upon such problems as legislation 
on the Jews, their social, religious and economic 
life 2. Soviet historical science practically brought 
the history of Jews in the Russian Empire out of 
rОsОКrМС ТЧtОrОst’s ЛrКМФОts. TСОsО РКps аОrО 
filled in the modern historical tradition 3. 

The Jews were practically not associated with 
traditional farming identity, which was a charac-
teristic for the majority of the population in the 
empire. Focusing on commercial and usurious 

forms of activity, Jeаs’ КttrКМtТШЧ tШ ТЧtОХХОМtЮКХ 
pursuits created the original distinctive ethnic 
group. However, the whole history of the Jewish 
people from ancient times until the latest time is 
full of persecution, massacres and repression. All 
this have left an indelible mark on the collective 
consciousness of the people. The historian I. 
Zhitetsky said: "The oppression, forcing Jews to 
exert their physical and spiritual strength to 
support their existence and defend the national 
and religious identity among hostile ethnic 
groups, has developed a keen penetrating mind of 
the Jews, resistance, power; oppression trained 
their sobriety and frugality, reinforced the Jews 
family virtues, but, on the other hand, pressure has 
developed negative moral qualities of the Jews: 
deception, flattery, servility, cunning, resource-
fulness. It contributed to greater isolation of the 
Jews from the rest of humanity"4. 

A large part of the Jewish population of the 
Empire lived in the South-West of Russia, which, 
including the province of Bessarabia, represented 
a huge territorial array, referred to as "Border-line 
of Jewish Settlement." Formation of the Jewish 
community in the era of its stay in the Russian 
Empire refers to the first half of the nineteenth 
century. As reported by P. Svin'in, in 1816 in 
Bessarabia Jews numbered about five thousand 
families. According to him, they took part in all 
paying off and kept villages in a rental 5. A census 
of church authorities in 1858 indicates that there 
were 61 thousand Jews in Bessarabia (7.2% of the 
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province's population). In the late nineteenth cen-
tury Bessarabia occupied the fourth place among 
all the provinces of European Russia with the 
highest proportion of the Jewish population. Then 
in 1897 there were approximately 228 thousand 
Jews (11.8% of the total population of the 
province). 

At the end of the nineteenth century Jews in 
Bessarabia were the third largest ethnic group 
after Moldovans and Ukrainians. The Jewish po-
pulation inhabited compactly northern and central 
regions of the province. The highest percentage of 
Jews was in Chisinau (19.5%), Khotyn (15.6%) 
and Soroka (14.1%) counties 6. In the south of 
Bessarabia population included 23,995 Jews, 
which represented 10.5% of the total number of 
Jews in the province. The main part of the Jews 
lived in cities. Most of them were in Akkerman 
(5573 people), Izmail (2736 people) and Kiliya 
(2144 people). 

Demographic dynamics can be analyzed by 
comparing the statistics on the number of Jews in 
tСО BОssКrКЛТК’s sШЮtС ШП tСО ОКrХв 80's ТЧ tСО 
nineteenth century with the census of 1897. In the 
Akkerman district in the early 80s there were 
7731 Jews (3.9% of the population of the county), 
in Akkerman – 3459 (7.6% of the population of 
the city), in towns – 1016 (18.3% of the popu-
lation of towns), in villages – 3256 (2.2 % of the 
population of villages), in Izmail district – 6270 
Jews (4% of the population of the county), in 
Izmail – 1302 (4.3% of the population of the city), 
in the towns – 4410 (12.4% of the population of 
towns) in villages – 558 (0.6% of the population 
in the villages)7. Thus, the density of the Jewish 
population was higher in villages – ancient centers 
of their placement. The number of Jews in the two 
southern districts of Bessarabia in 1897 compa-
ring to the early 80s of the XIX century has incre-
ased almost twice. Increase of the Jewish population 
was the result of natural increase. In addition, Jewish 
families were, as a rule, large and consisted of 
representatives of several generations. 

Imperial policy regarding the "Jewish Ques-
tion" in the region had a dual character. On the 
one hand, the tsarist autocracy was interested in 
colonizing the region, joined to Russia in 1812, in 
the admission of local Jewry to the all-Russian 
civic order, excommunication from the religious 
fanaticism. On the other hand – it could not ignore 
the fact that the concentration of land holdings in 
the hands of the Jews led to speculation, limitation 
of the farms areas and would cause ethnic and 
religious conflicts. 

In the nineteenth century special decrees and 
resolutions for the Jews of Bessarabia were issu-
ed, aiming at limiting their participation in 

economic and political life, limiting freedom of 
movement and residence, certain activities, etc. 
Such a discriminatory policy against the Jews is 
rightly assessed in science as ethnic segregation 8. 
Under the "Temporary Rules" (May 3, 1882) Jews 
were forbidden to settle outside of towns and 
villages (except for the Jewish settlers), their 
ability to acquire and lease lands, to trade on 
Sundays and during religious holidays was 
limited. "Rules" also included the restriction of ci-
vil and voting rights and the imposition of interest 
rules for Jews in schools. In Bessarabia govern-
ment began to drive Jews from rural areas into 
cities and towns 9. The increased Jewish popu-
lation in the cities, their predominant focus on tra-
de and industrial activity in its turn led to an anger 
accumulation of the indigenous urban population 
which, understandably, led to outbreaks of anti-
Semitism. 

The Jewish question received a special actua-
lization in the early 80s of the XIX century, when 
Russian provincial commissions began to arrange 
meetings on this occasion. Such a commission 
was also formed in Bessarabia. It noted the fact of 
Jewish isolation in the region, which was suppor-
ted by existing legislation. The commission was in 
favor of the abolition of discriminatory taxes, 
abolition of Cheders and posts of the official 
rabbi, the introduction of the teaching of Judaism 
in general educational institutions. Commission 
considered limitation of the number of Jews 
among university students to be inappropriate. It 
also supported the permission for Jews to settle 
outside the demarcation line. According to com-
mission members, all of this was to facilitate the 
convergence of the Jewish nation with the Russian 
society. However, some conclusions were openly 
conservative. Thus, the majority of commission 
members voted for prohibition of the foreign 
JОаs’ ОЧtrв ТЧ RЮssТК, ПШr prШЯТНТЧР rЮrКХ МШmmЮ-
nities the right to evict the Jews, for the prohi-
bition to lease and buy land less than 500 acres. 

In discussing of the need for the expulsion of 
Jews from the countryside volostnye wardens of 
the southern Bessarabia hold a very reactionary 
position. Thus, the volostnoy warden of the 
Akkerman county Motuzenko stated that the Jews 
in the countryside are harmful, and therefore they 
should not be allowed to live in villages and 
towns due to the fact that "they sell the goods ... at 
very high prices." "The Jews stick round village 
like phylloxera sticks round vine root" – summa-
rized the volostnoy warden. The head of one of 
the rural communities of Izmail district Stoya-
lovsky also supported this point of view, saying 
that Jews "make money in advance, at the expense 
of the next harvest, and at 4 rubles lower than the 
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prices during the harvest." The representative of 
the Jews in Grimberg Commission noted that "the 
harm from the Jews was exhibited in the most 
striking features by those wardens, who had 
almost no Jews in their lands (Akkerman, Ben-
dersky and Izmail counties); at that time wardens 
of Orgeevsky and Soroksky counties, as well as 
mayors of Balti and Sorok do not see any harm in 
them" 10. The position of volostnyh wardens 
indicates the predominant influence of economic 
motives on shaping the Jew-hatred tradition 
among the Christian population, rather than his-
torical, cultural, mental, or religious ones. Provin-
cial authorities connived at the attempts to present 
the Jews guilty for misfortunes of the local peasa-
ntry, which came from the lower classes. The 
Jews were a convenient substitute for social 
hatred of the peasant class. 

Social conditions of a large part of the Jews, 
according to L.S. Berg, were extremely bad. 
Gen11. Urban Jewish population was vividly 
described by Bessarabian governor S.D. Urusov in 
1907: "The number of Jewish signs on the streets 
of Bessarabian cities affects the observer. Houses 
of even minor and provincial streets are crammed 
with shops, workshops of watchmakers, shoema-
kers, locksmiths, tailors and carpenters, etc. Wor-
king people are huddling in the corners and cran-
nies in the crush of poverty, affecting the obser-
ver, producing their daily sustenance with diffi-
culty, in which a rusty herring with onions is the 
sign of luxury and prosperity"12. On the other 
hand, the urban life helped to overcome the pat-
riarchal system, to form the Jewish intelligentsia 
and many of revolutionaries. 

In the late XIX – early XX century rapid 
decay of the traditional society was going, which 
affected also the Jews: emigration, the desire to 
pursue higher education, the proletariazation of 
the population. All this contributed to the 
involvement of the Jewish population in the 
political struggle. The Jewry was considered to be 
a leading participant in Jewish revolutionary 
movement in the empire. The overall growth of 
opposition speeches in the early XX century 
defined the process of political self-organization 
among the Jewish population. 

One of the leading Jewish political parties was 
the Bund ("General Jewish Workers' Union of 
Lithuania, Poland and Russia), formed in 1897. 
Supporters of the Bund had mainly the social-
democratic slogans, but also documented claims 
of providing Jewish national-cultural autonomy in 
their compact residence were founded in their 
program. In Bessarabia the organization of the 
Bund was founded in February 1904 by separation 

from Chisinau organization of the RSDLP. It was 
led by Maria Uchitel. 

A historian I. Budak pointed out that Bundist 
influence in the social-democratic organizations 
of the province was quite strong 13. It touched 
upon the political life of Izmail. The political 
report of the provincial chief of gendarmes (1906) 
stated, for example, that an employee of the 
Russian Bank of Foreign Trade in Izmail Granich 
stole about 20 thousand rubles. According to 
police, these funds were intended for the monetary 
fund of the Bund. Granich, who had conducted an 
active propaganda work among the local Jewish 
population, was forced to leave Russia 14. The 
researcher K. Slutskaya, unfortunately without 
appropriate references on sources, said that during 
the First World War there were separate party 
organizations of the RSDLP and the Bund in 
Izmail 15. 

In the Russian Empire, in contradistinction to 
Western Europe and the U.S., the Jews were not 
emancipated and assimilated by the state society. 
This has created a strong platform for the Zionist 
movement, one of which centers was located in 
the Russian Empire 16. In the south of Bessarabia 
the Zionists-Socialists spread their influence. The 
Zionist Socialist Workers' Party became a com-
petitor for the Bund. The organization publicshed 
a newspaper "Evreysky Golos" in Odessa and had 
a significant impact on the local population of the 
province. Thus, the head of the Bessarabian 
Provincial Gendarmerie in 1906 wrote that in 
Bessarabia "except for the Bund, there are sepa-
rate organizations of the Zionist-Socialist Workers 
Party" 17. In their program Zionist Socialists insis-
ted on the necessity to recognize the legal rights 
of the Jewish population, on the formation of 
national self-government, on the use of ethnic 
language in national schools, legal institutions and 
in public life, on the preservation of traditional 
norms of Jewish law and on the establishing of the 
All-Russian Jewish national assembly 18. 

Gendarmes could find the location of the main 
"Zionist settlements" of the party in rural and 
urban arias of the region. Thus, the Zionists in 
Bolgrad included I. Pintel, in Akkerman – L. Her-
bert Marcuse, M. Komorovsky, L. Kogan, Gelfek; 
in Bayramche – a teacher I. Glazman, in Tatar-
bunary – a head of school D. Kidryanu. Zionist 
centers existed in other places of Bessarabia, in 
particular, in Chisinau, Brichevo, Briceni, Attacks 
Lipcani 19. It should be emphasized that in the 
south of Bessarabia influence of Zionists-Socia-
lists was more effective than the Bund. This is 
explained by the fact that the Bund was oriented 
in its activities predominantly on the workers and 
artisans, whose number was quite insignificant in 
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the region, and the Zionists-Socialists, who put 
national slogans in the first place, enjoyed the 
support of a significant number of Jewish bour-
geoisie and traders. 

Other Jewish political structures demonstrated 
less activity in Bessarabia. According to the 
Bessarabian Provincial Gendarmerie, the Jewish 
Social-Democratic Party "Poalei Zion" (Workers 
of Zion) acted in the province. It was founded in 
Switzerland in 1905. Its mission was based on the 
political organization of workers in order to revive 
a democratic Jewish state in Palestine.  A local 
cell of the Jewish National Union "Der Greyher" 
also had a certain influence in the province of 
Bessarabia. A goal of the organization was to 
achieve full equality between the Jewish people 20. 
However, these political forces were characterized 
by the absence of a strong party center and a 
broad organizational hierarchy. 

Jews were often met among separated groups 
of anarchists who started a broad terrorist pro-
paganda activity in southern Russia. Thus, in 
Akkerman the local anarchist group included M. 
Mather and C. Krasner. The latter, according to 
police, was "ardent revolutionary," known for its 
connections with various anti-government orga-
nizations in other cities 21. Bomb blast in Akker-
man in June 1906, which happened during its pre-
paration in an apartment of S. Hershkowitz, 
allowed the police to detect a trace of the local 
anarchist cell. It was proved that the bomb shell 
belonged to explosive devices, used exclusively 
by anarchists. The daughter of Hershkowitz, R. 
Greenberg, was arrested 22. 

 The growth of political consciousness of the 
Jewish population made conservative chauvinistic 
circles concerned – they hoped to turn Bessarabia 
into bastion of a regime. Blaming the Jews for 
promoting the revolution and the destruction of 
indigenous monarchical principles of statehood, 
“МСОrЧШsШtОЧtsв” ШЧХв ТЧ BОssКrКЛТК 1905-1906 
committed 71 massacres with the largest number 
of victims in the south-west of the Empire – 94223. 
On October 22-24, 1905 “МСОrЧШsШtОЧtsв” МКrrТОН 
out a massacre in the central quarters of the city of 
Izmail. About 220 commercial and residential 
buildings were destroyed. As pointed out by 
КrМСТЯКХ НШМЮmОЧts, tСО КМtТШЧs ШП tСО “rТРСt” 
political forces have caused huge losses to local 
Jews and some of them were forced to curtail its 
business activities24. From 22 to October 25, 1905 
a massacre was carried out in Kilia, in which 7 
persons were killed and 14 were wounded 25. 

Anti-SОmТtТМ prКМtТМО ШП “МСОrЧШsШtОЧtsв” 
became extremely powerful in Akkerman district. 
For example, in the village of Kaplans shops and 
grocers of Jews Shihverger and Pasatyr were 

looted. Massacres also affected Jewish merchants 
of villages Raylyanka, Kamchik, Kebabcha, 
Akimbeta. In the town of Bayramcha 11 shops 
and 12 houses for a total of $ 81 760 rubles were 
destroyed 26. At Chabot after the monarchist 
demonstration radical youth began to smash 
Jewish stores, shops, beat box, utensils and 
furniture. This was the reason for the numerous 
appeals of the local Jews to the Shabo Posad 
warden with the requirement to establish order 27. 

Thus, the Jews in the southern Bessarabia 
became a classic example of the struggle for 
survival of an ethnic minority in the foreign 
environment. Patriarchal way of life and conser-
vative political consciousness did not allow so-
ciety to value the essence of the "Jewish ques-
tion." A public power exercised social and ethnic 
exclusion of Jews, which led to the growth of 
radical political consciousness in the early XX 
century. The lower the level of integration into the 
Russian imperial identity was, the greater the 
potential opposition to the existing political 
regime became. Dissatisfaction with this phenol-
menon has resulted in outbreaks of ethnophobia in 
the form of massacres, which covered the region 
during the 1905-1907 revolution. 
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